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Cover Picture –Kevin’s 3-Toed Box Turtle soaking up the morning sun in the thick
grass. Photo by Kevin Norred

Next Meeting:
Next club meeting is Monday, July 12th at 7pm. Banquet room is open at 5pm

Topic of Interest:
This month’s presentation will be a short power point presentation on Albino Genetics in Turtles and Tortoises
with some rare photos of some of the rarest turtles and tortoises in the world. Also, we will be having an Open
Forum for club members and non-members to ask the expert members of our club any thing related to setups,
behavior and husbandry or anything else related to turtles and tortoises. No Question is a stupid question!!!

Location:
Round Table Pizza
14940 Camden Avenue (Corner of Union and Camden Ave)
San Jose, CA 95124
(408) 371-9550

Important News!!!
All SVTTC Club Members
Please make sure your address is up to date. We are getting some Tortuga
Newsletter’s back with wrong addresses. We are being charged for these
newsletters to be returned to us on top of the normal postage to deliver. If you are
a SVTTC MEMBER and not getting your Bi-monthly Tortuga Gazette, please
make sure you have the correct address registered with the club. Please email
Dorothy at 1dotboop@att.net for more information.
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From the Editor
By Kevin Norred
Hi Everyone,
Well, it’s warm and hot!! Finally we are seeing some nice weather in California and the turtles and
tortoises are enjoying it. At the Norred House, we are finally able to turn off some of the heat sources
and bring some of the other species outside so they can soak up all the sun they can get.
One of the important things that everyone must make sure of with the warmer temperatures is to make
sure that your turtle/tortoise has plenty of hide areas so they can escape the sun. Now that the weather
is warming up, we need to be very careful that the turtles and tortoises don’t overheat. I know most are
desert dwellers, but in the heat of the day, they are under brush or inside burrows. Please, provide all
your turtles and tortoises a good amount of water as the hot days will evaporate the water quickly and
that myth of turtles and tortoises not needing water is false. Turtles and Tortoises may get a small
amount of fluid from what they eat, but they still need to drink and intake fluids. Many will actually
climb into their dishes to soak. You may never see them drink, but they do. Another thing I personally
do is I like to spray their habitats down and soak it heavily with the hose about every couple days as
this allows them to soak a little, helps keep the dust down and water some of the plants and lastly
builds up some humidity within their habitats. Make sure you do this in the morning or afternoon so it
gives them plenty of time to drink and also they are not sitting in damp mud throughout the night.

Club newsComing up in July & August, we have a lot of events coming quickly. Please check out the Current
Events calendar in this newsletter for more info. Also, you will notice the many event flyers
throughout the newsletter. If you have an event that is in California and would like to promote it, let me
know. At the end of July, we have the San Jose Reptile Show, which we are looking for helpers to
man the Booth. Help is always needed to watch over animals, help answer basic questions and educate
about the club. If you are going to be attending the show and would like to relieve some of the Staff
that will be there helping out, let Gilbert Castro (Show Coordinator) know so we can make
arrangements. Gilbert is in charge of making things run smoothly as he has done in all of our past
shows. You can send him an email or talk to him at the next meeting. If you can help out the entire
day, we will see what we can do about getting a pass for you to attend the show.
In August, Terry and Nadia Burtz will be celebrating Gus the Galapagos Tortoises Hatch day. SVTTC,
BAARS, and CTTC members & invited Guest of members are welcome to attend the party. This is a
rare opportunity to see some of the largest tortoises in the world up close and personal. See the flyer
for more information.
Another activity for Members only will be August 22nd in Campbell. Jennette Petrak and family will
host the SVTTC summer party at their house. This will be a great opportunity to swap stories, talk to
friends and bring your shelled friend to share with everyone else. Reservations are required but there
are no fees. If you would like to bring a dish, let Jennette know. You can find her email under the list
of Committee members. (cont. on next page )
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From the Editor

( cont.)

The June 19th Western Pond Turtle presentation was awesome. Margaret Rouser from the Oakland Zoo
did an excellent job talking about the Western Pond Turtle. She shared with us a little info on the
Western Pond Turtle itself and then the “Head Start” program. I think the whole presentation was
about 90 minutes. We had a good question and answer session following the presentation, which I
think even Margaret learned some stuff from a few of our experts. Following the presentation, we
were able to see a couple yearlings that will be released in August at the location that the eggs were
pulled from. If you missed it, you missed a great presentation. We had about 45-50 people attend and
some of them were individually very knowledgeable about the Western Pond Turtle. I know I learned
a lot. We will be having some more presentations /workshops in the future again so if you missed it,
you will not want to miss the next opportunity.

Other infoAs you will find, this is probably the largest issue of the newsletter I have done to date. I am trying to
keep it down around 30 pages, but there is so much info I would like to share with everyone that it is
impossible to stop. The newsletter is currently going to over 1300 individuals worldwide. I am
personally working with people from many organizations to help pass on their info to our turtle and
tortoise lovers to help educate, and to make sure everyone is aware what is going on around us. If
anyone has anything that they would like to contribute that is national or world news, personal turtle
and tortoise experiences or just some fun tips, please pass it along to me. I would love to publish
outside items in the newsletter. Please no copyrighted stuff unless written authorization is provided.

On a Personal NoteI would like to thank everyone in helping put the Western Pond Turtle presentation together and thanks
to those that attended. I really looked forward to seeing everyone and talking turtles. Sometimes I
think I am a nut because I just get excited about helping people, educating people and most of all,
learning from others. I have been around reptiles all my life and I never stop learning. I soak in as
much info as possible. We all have our own ways of doing things and when introduced to new ways
or new info, we can go a long ways. The biggest thing I enjoy is teaching the kids. We have to look to
the future and unless we spend time with the kids, our dedication to our turtles and tortoises will not
last.
I would also like to say that in the upcoming months, my life is going to be changing. My new bride
and I will be experiencing the thrill and excitement of childbirth this year. Jessica and I are excited
that sometime in December ( Dec. 1st is the scheduled due date ) we will experience what I think will
be one of the biggest and happiest days of my life, to bring a child into this world. We will find out
what the sex is next month, but no matter what, I will have a future herpetologist in the family.
Someone is going to have to take care of my zoo when I pass on. All I keep hearing about is the
amount of work one child is going to be. I keep saying, no problem. I have a hundred plus kids in the
backyard that I have to attend to every day. Only time will tell!!!. Until next month, please enjoy this
month’s newsletter and I will see some of you at the meeting on July 12th. - Kevin
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2010 SVTTC Club Officers &
Committees
2010 SVTTC Officers
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer

Joseph Alvarado
Jessica Norred
Philip Edholm
Gilbert & Dorothy Castro

info@reptilecompany.com
jnorred77@yahoo.com
philipaedholm@aol.com
1dotboop@att.net or gilbert-castro@att.net

2010 SVTTC Board of Directors
Board of Director
Board of Director
Board of Director

Greg Kraintz
Paul Woodring
Yvonne “Corky” Mariani

gkraintz@gmail.com
woodringpaul@yahoo.com
cmari2235@aol.com

2010 SVTTC Committee Chairman’s & Assistants
Librarian
Show/Event Chairman
Fundraiser Chairman
Adoption Chairman
Newsletter
Membership

Martha Pugno
Jennette Petrak
Lisa Montoya
Kevin Norred
Kevin Norred
Dorothy Castro

kayaklady56@yahoo.com
jen0139@gmail.com
lesa_doublemm@yahoo.com
tortoisehome@yahoo.com
tortoisehome@yahoo.com
1dotboop@att.net

2010 Northern California CTTC Committee
CTTC Snapper Program

Kevin Norred

tortoisehome@yahoo.com

General Club Info & Adoptions
For general club info, Adoptions or Surrender or any other info needed, please contact Kevin
Norred at (408) 482-5437. Phone calls will be returned within 24 hours. For the quickest
response please email at Tortoisehome@yahoo.com. Emails are returned regularly.
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The Silicon Valley Turtle
& Tortoise Club
Yahoo Groups Page
This page is for up to date info about Club activities, Adoptions and
Current Events. Sign up Today!!! Don’t miss out on Current Turtles
and Tortoises for Adoption or Current events. All animals coming
up for adoption will be advertised on this page.

Silicon Valley Branch of The California Turtle and Tortoise Club

Look for “

SVCTTC “

For help on joining, please contact Kevin at:
TORTOISEHOME@YAHOO.COM
7

President’s Report

Vice-President’s Report

By Joseph Alvarado

By Jessica Norred

Happy Summer everyone,

Hello Everyone,

Glad to see many of our members and officers
attending the BAARS meetings now. It is very
important that we get involved with as many
organizations as possible as we want to connect
and educate everyone who has or is thinking
about getting a turtle or tortoise.

I would like to thank Jennette Petrak for last
month’s presentation on Sea Turtles. Next
summer she will be going to Costa Rica to work
with them so we expect another presentation
when she gets back.
The following are the upcoming presentations
for the SVTTC:

We have a lot of activities coming up in the next
couple months. I would like to see more
participation from the membership if possible.
We have the same core people working all the
events and to keep them from experiencing
“burn-out”, it would be nice to see some new
faces. We always have fun at the shows and it is
nice to share your experiences as well.

Note: Due to 4th July Weekend – Meeting 2nd
Monday of Month
July 12th – Part 1 Questions and Answers –
Open forum for those who need some help or
useful information. Don’t be Shy!!! Part 2 How
to tell a Red Ear Slider from a Western Pond
Turtle

-Joseph

August 2nd – Living with Galapagos and
Aldabra Tortoises - Terry Burtz , SVTTC
Member
Note: Due to Labor Day Weekend – Meeting 2nd
Monday of Month
September 13th – Aquatic Turtles – What
species is best – Power Point presentation by
Kevin Norred
October 4th –Pancake Tortoises –Power Point
Presentation by Steven Si Fuentes, SVTTC
Member –Come see one of the Flattest Tortoises
in the world!
Photo by Kevin Norred – Female Sulcata
dug down in the grass pile to relax.

November 1st –Red Foot Tortoises - Power
Point Presentation by Kevin Norred
December 6th –T.B.D.
December T.B.D. –Christmas Pary
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Treasurer’s Report

Fundraiser’s Report

By Gilbert Castro

By Lesa Montoya

For anyone wanting to know the current funding
for the club, please contact Dorothy or Gilbert.
This information is open to any current paid
member of the SVTTC.

Hi everyone! It’s been a while since the last
article. The Raffle has been doing well. There
have been numerous items to raffle off. I am
always looking for turtle/tortoise related items
everywhere I go. At last month’s raffle I even
brought in fresh organic vegetables from a
farmers market and different types of herbs and
flowering plants that tortoises like to eat. The
bake sale hasn’t really made any profit. Last
month I didn’t bring in any sweets.

At the Western Pond Turtle Presentation, The
SVTTC donated a check in the amount of
$500.00 to the Oakland Zoo for the Western
Pond Turtle Project. This funding will help
support their research and aide in purchasing
material /feed for the hatchlings to be headstarted. If you would like to contribute a
donation to the Oakland Zoo, please contact
Kevin Norred for more info.

Don’t forget to use your S.H.A.R.E. S card at
your local Save mart, Smart,FoodMAX and
Lucky grocery stores every time to shop. Use it
at the express line even if you have just one or
two items. Use of the S.H.A.R.E.S card
generates up to 3% of qualifying purchases. If
you need more to share with family and friends,
please contact me. I don’t believe everyone has
signed up for iGive.com yet. iGive is another
way to generate $$$ for free. Just remember
anytime you use the internet to either buy
something or surf the web for items you are
interested in getting information on, use iGive as
your search engine instead of Goggle. It’s
FREE! For every qualified search with no
purchase, you can generate one cent. Even more
if you make a purchase. Just login to iGive.com
and SVCTTC to register. No Purchase
Necessary. Until next month!

Margaret Rousser of the Oakland Zoo
and Gilbert Castro who presented the
donation on behalf of the SVTTC - Photo
by Jessica Norred

For more information on the Western Pond
Turtle “Head Start” Program, please visit
www.oakalandzoo.org for more info.
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Event Coordinator’s
Report

Why should you join
the Silicon Valley
Turtle and Tortoise
Club?

By Jennette Petrak

Hello my fellow turtle and tortoise friends!
Save the date and RSVP for the first SVTTC
Summer BBQ/Potluck! There will be music,
games, raffles and some good free food. It will
be on Sunday August 22, 2010 from 12:00pm to
4:00pm in Campbell. This event will be picnic
style, so make sure to bring your picnic blanket
or lawn chairs! Everyone who RSVP’s, it is
requested that you bring a potluck dish. The
SVTTC will provide hamburgers, hotdogs, buns,
water, soda, and condiments. This event is for
CTTC/SVTTC members, guests and their turtles
only. Please view the flyer posted in this
month’s newsletter or on the yahoo group for
more information. If you are planning to attend
the SVTTC BBQ/Potluck, RSVP by August 2,
2010 to insure your hamburger/hotdog and
drink. If you have any questions you can contact
Jennette at jen0139@gmail.com. Hope to see
you all there!
Jennette Petrak

•

$20 membership gets you the
Professionally published CTTC Tortuga
Gazzette – published bi-monthly

•

Help Contribute to the Education ,
Preservation and Conservation of Native
and Non Native Turtles, Tortoises and
Terrapins

•

Receive the SVTTC Newsletter that is
voluntarily published every month by
SVTTC member Kevin Norred

•

Receive special discounts from
participating Manufacturer’s, Vendors,
Breeders

•

Attend Member’s only special events
such as Zoo Presentations, Picnics,
Shows and/or Parties

Event/Show Chairman

11

SVTTC July Meeting
Agenda

SVTTC Items Wanted
(DONATIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE )

Presented by Joseph Alvarado

We are looking for the following items at a
discount or to be donated to the club:

Meeting Agenda:

Projector (Table Top)
I.
II.

Projection Screen 60” x 60” minimum size
Turtle / Tortoise Videos / DVD

Thanks,
Jessica Norred

III.

SVTTC Helper’s List
This is the list of people who have participated
in helping out at 2010 events. For each
event/day you help at an event, your name will
be put into a raffle at the end of the year for
some great prizes. If you would like to help out,
please contact a club officer. I would also like
to thank the following people:
Names
Martha Pugno
JJ Bauman
Jessica Norred
Gilbert Castro
Kevin Norred
Phillip Edholm
Wendy Petrak
Jennette Petrak
Dorothy Castro
Lesa Montoya
Joseph Alverado

IV.

Entries into Raffle
2
3
1
5
2
3
2
1
3
2
1

VIII
X

Membership Introductions
Officer’s Reports
• President-Joseph Alvarado
• Vice President-Jessica Norred
• Secretary-Philip Edholm
• Treasurer-Gilbert Castro
• Board of Directors
1. Paul Woodring
2. Yvonne Mariani
3. Greg Kraintz
Committee Reports
• Librarian - Martha Pugno
• Fundraiser – Lesa Montoya
• Events – Jennette Petrak
• Membership –Dorothy Castro
• Adoptions – Kevin Norred
• Newsletter – Kevin Norred
General Announcements
• CTTC – Executive Meeting July
10– Pasadena – Gilbert Castro
• SVTTC- June 19th Oakland Zoo
Presentation- Kevin Norred
• B.A.A.R.S – Meeting July 23thTurtle and Tortoise Night
• Open Floor for anyone to
announce events or activities
***Stretch Break ***
Presentation –Questions/Answers
Part 2 – RES vs WPT
Adjourn

The next meeting is Monday, August 2nd
2010 at 7:00 pm, same location.
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Jul. 31-Aug. 1, 2010 - SAN JOSE
Santa Clara Fairgrounds, Pavilion Hall
344 Tully Road, San Jose, CA 95011

FREE Pet Carriers to the first 100
Attendees!

Snakes, Turtles, Lizards, Geckos, Frogs, Monitors, Reptile Food, Enclosures,
Supplies, Substrate, Carriers, Accessories, and more....
Get Discount Coupons from: Pet Club (Snell), East Bay Vivarium, LLL Reptile Supply,
Ron's Reptiles, Auburn Reptiles, Family Pets, Hoffman's Reptile, Little Rascals, Nature
Zone, North Bay Aquatics, Pet Arcade, Pet Jungle Shop, Pet Peurri, Pet Shoppe, Pets &
More, Reptile Room, SFO Bay Brand, Golden Gate Geckos, The Serpentarium, Randy
Wright Reptiles, South Bay Tropical, The Animal Connection, Too Slo-CTTS,
Tropical Fish & Pets, World of Pets, For Goodness Snakes, The Reptile Company, The
Reptile Den, Wild Things
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Membership Report

2010 SVTTC Committee Chairman’s &
Assistants

By Dorothy Castro

Librarian
Martha Pugno
kayaklady56@yahoo.com
Hello SVTTC!

Show/Event
Chairman
Jennette Petrak
jen0139@gmail.com

The Treasury/Membership would like you all to
make sure your email addresses, physical
addresses and phone numbers are up to date and
current. This way we can be sure you are
receiving a newsletter from Kevin and/or The
Tortuga Gazette Newsletter.

Fundraiser Chairman Lisa Montoya
lesa_doublemm@yahoo.com
Adoption Chairman Kevin Norred
tortoisehome@yahoo.com

Please refer all membership questions to
Dorothy Castro only and not to other officers or
appointed committee members. If you have any
concerns regarding Adoptions, Fundraising or
Club issues, please address your concerns to the
specific member:

Newsletter
Kevin Norred
tortoisehome@yahoo.com
Membership
1dotboop@att.net

2010 SVTTC Officers

Dorothy Castro

Please make sure your dues are current and paid
for. The SVTTC can’t afford to continue to
issue newsletters due to the expense and cost
associated. The club has to pay for each Tortuga
Gazette as long as you are listed as a member. If
your physical address is wrong, the CTTC
charges us to mail them back to us.

President
Joseph Alvarado
info@reptilecompany.com
Vice President
Jessica Norred
jnorred77@yahoo.com
Secretary
Philip Edholm
philipaedholm@aol.com

Also, if your dues are more than two (2) months
past due you will be removed from our roster
and when you pay your dues you will have to be
added again and may miss out in some of the
newsletters until your membership is reinstated.

Treasurer
Gilbert & Dorothy Castro
1dotboop@att.net or gilbert-castro@att.net

2010 SVTTC Board of Directors
Thank you,
Gilbert & Dorothy
Treasury/Membership

Board of Director
Greg Kraintz
gkraintz@gmail.com
Board of Director
Paul Woodring
woodringpaul@yahoo.com
Board of Director
Yvonne “Corky” Mariani
cmari2235@aol.com
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Adoption’s Report
By Kevin Norred
Happy July everyone,
Adoptions have picked up this past month. We
had about 20 Desert Tortoises come in from the
Low Living Desert in Palm Springs. They have
such an overwhelming amount coming in that
the CTTC and many of its local chapters help
find homes for these guys. Many of the ones we
see are hatchlings to yearlings as people in
Southern California are hatching babies out in
their backyards. It is illegal to artificially hatch
them, but in Southern California, many females
lay eggs and they hatch naturally as they would
in the wild. In Northern California, this would
not happen. All the Deserts that came in were
adopted out. We are expecting some more
possibly around mid July. I will be posting up to
date info on our SVCTTC yahoo group’s page as
soon as I know more.

Photo by Jessica Norred – Common
Snapper “Blonde”

SVTTC Tortoises /
Turtles for Adoption
The Turtles and Tortoises listed and/or available through
the SVTTC are for the prospective benefit of the SVTTC
members and potential new owners. No guarantees as to
the health, suitability, or legality of the adopted turtles and
tortoises as pets is neither expressed nor implied. The
SVTTC does its best to examine all turtles and tortoises to
deem healthy prior to release. No hidden illnesses that can
be detected at the time of physical examination will be
held against the SVTTC. When adopting a new turtle or
tortoise, it is recommended that each animal be
quarantined for at least 90 days from any other existing
turtles/tortoises.

Since the last newsletter, we have had a couple
Russian Tortoises and Sulcata’s come in. All
have been male. I am posting everything up on
the yahoo group’s page so if you haven’t signed
up and want to stay current on what is available
for adoption, I suggest signing up. I have it
setup that I am the only person who can email
out to everyone so that way we are not getting
spammed like in the past with bad emails.

Turtles/Tortoises Available

Last month, we took in a Common Snapper.
Unfortunately, we had to put it down due to
wounds suffered what I believe was an attack by
another snapper or animal. It was a very pretty
animal. For those that don’t know, Alligator
Snappers, Florida Snappers and Common
Snappers are known as a “Restricted Species” in
California and are illegal to have unless
permitted by the California Department of Fish
and Game. These animals if not properly
handled can easily injure someone.

QTY

Lots
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DESCRIPTION OF ANIMAL

Red Ear Sliders
of all sizes

2

Male Russian
Tortoises

2

Male Sulcata
Tortoises

Other Club/Organization News
If you are part of a club or organization related to Turtles / Tortoises and would like to post some current
news, please give Kevin Norred a call or email.
The club has over 950 members and has 4 well
attended seasonal meetings in a year. In addition
the club hosts the annual public awareness event
called the 'Turtlerama' in the month of August,
which is open to the public.

Sacramento
Turtle & Tortoise Club
President: Felice Rood
2010 Meeting Dates

These meetings are held at the Belle Cooledge
library in Sacramento. The annual membership
fee for the club is only $2, which supports the
sick turtle fund, online newsletters and adoption
program of the club. Members of the RIDGE
branch will have access to the club meetings and
resources at our Sacramento branch.

July 17th 1pm – 4pm
August 21st TurtleRama 11-4pm
October 23rd 1pm – 4pm
Adoptions: Lots of Red Ear Sliders &
Occasional Sulcata’s – Please inquire

The RIDGE branch is a local resource for turtle
enthusiasts to share their experiences in caring
for chelonians and to get their questions
answered. The branch will provide a venue to
meet fellow hobbyists in the area and will
provide a source to adopt or surrender turtles and
tortoises. Please write to
michael.rajkumar@gmail.com for details on
becoming a member of the club or visit
www.turtlebunker.com. Please note that we will
have meetings in Paradise once we have
considerable number of members in the area.
Meanwhile feel free to write or call with any
questions you might have. You can also find us
on Facebook, search for Sacramento Turtle and
Tortoise Club. The Sacramento Turtle and
Tortoise club and its RIDGE branch have
authorized TEAM (TURTLE AND TORTOISE
EDUCATION ADOPTION MEDIA) members
who handle the adoption program. TEAM is a
non-profit organization devoted solely to the
preservation of all turtles and tortoises.

For more information about the Sacramento
Turtle & Tortoise Club, please contact Felice
Rood at felicerood@compuserve.com or visit
www. Turtlebunker.com

Sacramento Ridge
Turtle & Tortoise Club
President: Michael Thathuvaswamy

Greetings Turtle and Tortoise lovers: I am
excited to announce the launch of the RIDGE
branch of the Sacramento Turtle and Tortoise
club.
The Sacramento Turtle and Tortoise club was
founded by Felice Rood in 1981 and to this date
continues to be a no fuss club where our goal is
the preservation of all turtles and tortoises,
focusing mainly on captive care and doing all we
can to preserve the ones in the wild.
It is a source to have any and all of your
questions answered.

(Cont. Next page )
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Other Club/Organization News
If you are part of a club or organization related to Turtles / Tortoises and would like to post some current
news, please give Kevin Norred a call or email.

Sacramento Ridge
Turtle & Tortoise Club

Bay Area Amphibian &
Reptile Society

President: Michael Thathuvaswamy

President: Scott Alexander
Adoptions: Contact Setiva Woodring for
current list of Reptiles for adoption. Her email is
gobaars@yahoo.com

(Cont. from page 16)

For more information about the Bay Area
Amphibian and Reptile Society, please contact
Scott Alexander at alexander_scott@yahoo.com
or visit www.baars.org

The organization has representatives throughout
the State of California who are available to
competently answer questions regarding
chelonian care, feeding and general husbandry.
These services are free to the public. Explicit
care sheets on the different species of turtles and
tortoises are available to anyone who asks,
including veterinarians and pet shops. TEAM is
approved by the California Department of Fish
and Game. Anyone who is seriously interested in
raising and protecting a species may fill out a
TEAM adoption form.

The Next Meeting is Friday July 23th
The presentation: Turtle and Tortoise night
If you have a turtle, tortoise or would like to
come and see the vast variety of shelled critters,
come and visit. If you have a Turtle and/or
Tortoise, please bring them for show and tell.
July 2, 2010 – BAARS Board Meeting
July 10, 2010 – Happy Hollow Zoo Show

Turtles and tortoises, for whatever reason,
sick or well, may be turned over to a TEAM
representative. After a thorough evaluation,
the chelonian will be treated for any illness
if necessary, and then adopted out to a
carefully selected loving home. TEAM
representatives are authorized to take in and
adopt out California desert tortoises and
other threatened gopherus species. We also
have the tortoise tag applications for
gopherus species if you need one.

July 23, 2010 – BAARS Meeting – Turtle and
Tortoise Night & BAARS Auction night for
cages, furniture and misc items
July 31,2010 – Sulphur Creek Nature Center
Reptile Ralley 2010
August 6, 2010 – BAARS Board Meeting
August 27, 2010 – BAARS Meeting – Dr Chris
Sanders on “Viral diseases of Reptiles “

Come Join us and Happy Turtling!
Michael 530-873-6790
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Other Club/Organization News
If you are part of a club or organization related to Turtles / Tortoises and would like to post some current
news, please give Kevin Norred a call or email.

Merced Turtle and
Tortoise Club - CTTC

North Bay
Herpetological Society

Pending Chapter of the CTTC
President: Alex Lu-Pon & Amy Wong

President: Kayla Goldberg
North Bay Herpetological Society presents
Craig Parmley speaking on Drymarchon species!
Don't miss out on this rare opportunity to see and
learn about Eastern and Texas Indigo's, and
Cribos! Free to the public!

Contact info: CTTC.Merced@gmail.com
Hi friends,
For the past six months or so, our monthly
meetings have been held every third Tuesday of
the month. We've noticed that participation
wasn't very strong, so we've decided to shake
things up! Monthly meetings will now be every
third Wednesday of the month, starting this
month. July's meeting will be on the 21st at 7pm
at Forte Frozen Yogurt in downtown Merced
(319 W Main Street). We hope to see you and
maybe some new faces there!

Date: Friday, July 16th, 2010
Time:7:00pm-9:30pm
Where: 403 Mecham Rd, Petaluma Ca 94952
Contact Info: Kayla Goldberg (president)
shuggie728@hotmail.com
For more info on North Bay Herpetological
Society visit www.nbherps.org!

Best,
Amy
~~~
California Turtle & Tortoise Club - Merced
Branch
cttc.merced@gmail.com
www.tortoise.org

(Top) Box Turtles in my habitat (Left pic )
Pair of Red Foots looking for worms - Photo
by Kevin Norred
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Veterinarian Listings
The following list of Vet Contact info has been put together using Online Reptile Websites, Resources
or recommended by a client of the Veterinarian office.
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Reptile Vets

Berkeley Dog and Cat Hospital
Dr. Kenneth Harkewicz, DVM
Berkeley, CA
(510) 848-5041

SVTTC members and non-members have
recommended the following names and
Veterinarian offices. This listing is for reference
only.

Canyon Veterinary Hospital
Dr. R. Barrett, DVM
Castro Valley, CA
(510) 582-6704

VCA Orchard Plaza Animal Hospital
Dr. Jennifer Star Seward, DVM
Dr. Ian Stone, DVM
San Jose, CA
(408) 227-9110

Santa Clara Pet Hosipital

Felton Veterinary Hospital

Castro Valley Companion Animal Hospital

Dr. Cathy Calvert, DVM
Felton, CA
(831) 335-3466

Rene Gandolfi, DVM
Castro Valley, CA
(510) 582-6311

Sunnyvale Veterinary Clinic

Kirkwood Animal Hospital

Dr. Raj Singh, DVM
Sunnyvale, CA
(408) 736-8929

Dr. Garrett Okumara, DVM
Campbell, CA
(408) 374-5850

Avian & Exotic Clinic of Monterey

Sequoia Valley Veterinary Hospital

Dr. Shannon Thomas, DVM
Dr. Amy Wells, DVM
Monterey, CA
(831) 647-1147

Dr. Randall Popkin, DVM
Santa Rosa, CA
(707) 545-7387

Dr. Kent Littlehale, DVM
San Jose, CA
(408) 227-9110

Valley Animal Hospital

Exotic Services Veternarians U.C. Davis –
Small Animal Hospital

Dr. Christine McFadden
Merced, CA
(209) 384-7387

Davis, CA
(530) 752-0186
Emergency (530) 752-0186

Wildwood Animal Hospital
Dr. Chris Sanders, DVM
Dr. Tina Peak, DVM
Portola Valley, CA
(650) 851-9453

Wildwood Animal Hospital
Dr. Diana Welsh, DVM
San Jose, CA
(408) 265-8811
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Current Events
Local Events:

August 7th

Burtz Family B-Day party
Gus the Galapagos
Tortoises will be 25 ys/old
-See flyer in newsletter

August 14th

Annual Inland Empire
Chapter Turtle and
Tortoise Show-Redlands,
CA – see flyer in
newsletter

Upcoming Events:
July 2nd

BAARS Club Meeting –
Palo Alto, CA

July 7-8th

Reptile Super Show Los
Angles, CA-See Flyer in
Newsletter

July 10th

BAARS/SVTTC Happy
Hollow Zoo Show –
Contact Caroline at
cello33dolly@yahoo.com

July 17th

Sacramento Summer Time
Turtle and Tortoise Club
Meeting 11am-4pm
www.turtlebunker.com

July 21st-24th

July 23rd

August 16th-20th TSA – 8th Annual
Symposium on the
Conservation and Biology
of Tortoises and
freshwater TurtlesOrlando , FL

International
Herpetological
Symposium – Tuscon, AZ
BAARS Club Meeting –
Turtle and Tortoise Night
& BAARS Auction night
for cages, furniture and
misc items

SVTTC Summer Picnic
BBQ Campbell, CA
Contact Jennette Petrak at
jen0139@gmail.com

August 27th

BAARS Club Meeting –
Dr Chris Sanders on
“Viral diseases of
Reptiles”

September 11-12th Anaheim Reptile Show
September 18-19th Sacramento Reptile Show
www.sacreptileshow.com

st

July31st – August 1
San Jose Herp World
Expo – See flyer in
Newsletter
July 31st

August 22nd

October 16-17th

BAARS Sulphur Creek
Nature Center Reptile
Ralley 2010 Contact
Caroline at
cello33dolly@yahoo.com

Las Vegas Reptile Expo
North West Las Vegas
www.getreptile.com

November 18-19th
1st Annual Conference on
Captive Care and
Breeding –Mesa, AZ
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Internet Links
Lost & Found

Turtle & Tortoise
Websites

If you have found a tortoise/turtle and lost one,
please email me at tortoisehome@yahoo.com.
We can get the word out.

Many of the sites listed are favorites on my list.
I highly recommend you check them out as they
are full or info and resources.

Lost
Russian Tortoise – Fremont Area 6/11/10
Contact Mark @ msdemuri@comcast.net

Red Ear Sliders:
www.redearsliders.com

Russian Tortoise – BlossomHill/Meridian Area
6/19/10 Contact Kevin at
Tortoisehome@yahoo.com

Russian Tortoises:
www.russiantortoise.org
Classified Sections :
www.kingsnake.com
www.faunaclassifieds.com
www.tortoiseforum.org

Greek Tortoise – Mountain View Area
May/2010 Contact Stepahie at
Stephablack@gmail.com
Sulcata Tortoise – Rio Vista Area
May 2010 – Contact rks775@comcast.net

Forums :
www.turtletimes.com
www.tortoiseforum.org

Yellow Foot Tortoise – San Francisco Area
8” long – lost near Shields & Ramsell in San
Francisco – Call Tom at (415) 585-8427 or email
thomaslaursen@sbcglobal.net

SVTTC Internet
Connections

Leopard Totoise - Female Leopard Tortoise
lost in Milpitas Area. – Contact Kevin for more
info if found – Owner can identify .
Tortoisehome@yahoo.com

Turtle and Tortoise related Yahoo Groups:
SVTTC Chapter:
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SVCTTC

Found

The SVTTC Website :
www.tortoise.org/siliconvalley

Tortoise – Willow Glenn Area Please specify
type and location
Contact Ray at reypsanjose@att.net

The SVTTC Facebook Page :
www.facebook.com
search under: CTTC or Turtle Clubs
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SVTTC Donations

Commercial Vendors
and Retailers

Donate to support the SVTTC every time you
search and shop online! Simply by visiting the
following online sites, every time you make a
purchase with sponsoring sites such as Amazon
or other big name sites, each company will
contribute a small donation back to the club - at
no additional cost to you.
•

•

•

•

•

The Following Retailers offer discounts for
SVTTC / CTTC Members:
None at this time (Stay Tuned)
For More Information about meetings or the
SVTTC, Please contact:
Kevin Norred, SVTTC Adoption Chairman
(408) 482-5437 or
TORTOISEHOME@YAHOO.COM

iGive: Sign up to donate to the Silicon
Valley Turtle and Tortoise Club and shop
at over 700 stores through this online
shopping portal. iGive will donate a
percentage of your purchase, and will
make an additional $5 donation when
you shop within 45 days of registering.
www.igive.com
GoodShop: Select Silicon Valley Turtle
and Tortoise Club at GoodShop and
every time you make an online purchase,
we will receive a contribution to benefit
our club. GoodShop donations average
approximately 3% of the sale, but go up
to 20% or even more (depending on the
retailer). www.goodshop.com
GoodSearch: powered by Yahoo!,
GoodSearch gives approximately 1 cent
to SVTTC per search. Add their toolbar
to your browser and help raise funds for
the SVTTC. www.goodsearch.com
S.H.A.R.E. Cards: Every time you shop
at Lucky’s , Save Mart or other
participating retailers, show them your
S.H.A.R.E. card prior to paying and 3%
of all sales go back to the club. You can
obtain a card from Kevin Norred
Round Table Pizza ( Meeting night
only ): Attached to this newsletter is a
print out for those who will be eating at
Round Table Pizza the evening of the
meeting. 15% of all club member pizza
sales go back to the club. Please print out
the form and bring with you.

SVTTC Sponsors
The Silicon Valley Turtle and Tortoise Club is
seeking out commercial sponsors from retail
establishments and manufacturer’s that would be
interested in supporting the club with raffle
donations, promotional items and discounts to
the SVTTC membership. In return the
sponsoring businesses would receive a business
card ad in the SVTTC news and mentioned at
promotional events. The SVTTC News is
circulated to members and non-members of the
SVTTC.

I would like to thank the following for
their support this year. All companies
have donated product for raffle and
events:

SF Bay Brands
Zoo Med
Hagen
Thanks Again.
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Animal Management Report
Articles and Blogs reprinted with permission from the Turtle Survival Alliance www.turtlesurvival.org

The Globalization of the Turtle Trade
by TSA Admin on August 03, 2009

The Asian turtle crisis, driven largely by market demand from China, has decimated tortoise and
freshwater turtle populations throughout Asia in recent decades. When wild populations were effectively
exhausted locally, the trade expanded globally and began to put pressure on wild populations in the United
States. Given the availability of shipment options, lax harvest regulations and other logistical
conveniences, the trade of U.S. turtles to China quickly boomed, driven primarily by a small contingent of
harvesters who tapped into a niche market. The insatiable demand for turtles as food, medicine or pets in
China resulted in staggering export figures. As an example, 250,000 wild-caught turtles were shipped from
a single airport in Texas from 2002 to 2005. A study by the World Chelonian Trust during that same
period estimates that 31.8 million turtles, 97% farm-raised, were exported out of the U.S. With an
improved infrastructure, harvests also supply a demand for turtles in state-side Asian markets (see the
related article on Philadelphia’s Chinatown). Given the long life-span and low reproduction rates of turtles
(with some species not being reproductively viable until 20 years or older), harvests at these levels have
the potential to cause devastating crashes in a wild population.
When this trend caught the attention of biologists and outdoor enthusiasts, groups began to push for
legislation to better regulate the commercial harvest of chelonians at the state level. However, in some
cases, legislators faced a very unique challenge in that they were trying to evaluate a situation in which
turtles were disappearing faster than wild populations could be studied. Classified as non-game wildlife or
fisheries resources in many states, turtle surveys and research have historically been given a low priority at
the state level and little data existed on which to base legislative decisions. Some states tried to stem the
tide by putting temporary regulations in place, while giving their biologists time to develop long-term
harvest rules based on current population needs. However, in some places, this led to unexpected results.
In 2006, Maryland’s state wildlife agency imposed a diamondback terrapin trapping ban from November
to July, but allowed turtles to be trapped throughout the rest of the year. In that same year, the number of
reported turtles harvested jumped to more than 10,000, which represented a twenty-fold increase from the
previous year. The increase was indicative of increasing market demand, along with a response to the
change in size limits that was a part of the change in regulation. In 2007, Maryland imposed a complete
ban on diamondback terrapins.
A variety of groups throughout the country including the Center for Biological Diversity, NGOs, IUCN
Tortoise & Freshwater Turtle Specialist Group, community organizations, zoos and aquariums, have
mobilized and petitioned their state wildlife agencies to regulate turtle harvest in recent years. Many have
been successful and states have responded. Recent hard-fought battles in South Carolina and Florida have
resulted in some of the strictest regulations in the country. Undoubtedly, as changes are made throughout
the country, states that still allow unregulated harvest of their non-protected species (such as Georgia) can
expect this debate to continue. (Continued on next page)
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Animal Management Report

(cont.)

Articles and Blogs reprinted with permission from the Turtle Survival Alliance www.turtlesurvival.org

Legislation protecting turtles from commercial harvest varies widely from state to state. Obviously, most
do not allow the harvest of species listed as protected (endangered, threatened, etc.) at either the federal or
state level. However, when harvesting with nets and traps, even these protected species are at risk of being
trapped and potentially misidentified or suffering catch-related mortality. It is very difficult for wildlife
inspectors to catch these species during export, when they are mixed in with shipments of hundreds or
thousands of other turtles.
The biggest challenge facing states with legislation already in place is enforcement. Regulations vary
widely and many states with a ban on commercial harvest share a border with states that do not, making
the potential for poaching and false reporting (i.e. claiming that poached turtles were harvested legally in a
neighbouring state) very high. In addition, many state wildlife agencies do not have the manpower or
capacity to enforce broad new regulations, especially for taxa that are widespread and harvested across
hundreds of public and private ponds, streams, rivers and lakes. Nevertheless, outstanding enforcement
efforts occur, including the recent indictment of 17 people for reptile trade by the New York Department of
Environmental Conservation.
The summary that follows represents a ‘snapshot’ of current turtle legislation across the eastern half of the
United States, as it relates to commercial harvest – turtles that are harvested and then sold. Details on
harvest for personal use (as food, pets, etc.) are not included in this analysis. The full text of the applicable
regulations can be obtained by contacting your state wildlife management agency. Some trends appear,
such as the fact that many states (even those that have banned the commercial harvest of all other species)
continue to allow limitless harvest of common snapping turtles. Many TSA members are actively working
on this issue in their home states via research (see related article), advocacy or other means. You are
encouraged to educate yourself on this issue, as it is one that hits home by literally reaching into the ponds
and streams where many of you may have developed your interest in turtles as a child.
Alabama
Commercial harvest of common snappers and softshells permitted with free “turtle catcher / dealer” permit. Permit holders must
comply with size limits and complete monthly reports regarding their catch and sales. No take or possession of more than 10
turtles per day from public waters for any reason.
Arkansas
Commercial harvest of all non-protected turtles, except alligator snapping, chicken and box turtles, is permitted with no limits.
Licenses are required and harvests are to be reported to the state. Traps are to be checked regularly and equipment is to be
tagged with identification.
Connecticut
Unlimited, unregulated commercial harvest of common snapping turtles allowed. No permit required, unless using a hook and
line.
Delaware
Seasonal commercial harvest of common snapping turtle and diamondback terrapin allowed with a license. Common snappers
are subject to size limits, and there are bag limits on diamondback terrapins. Traps should be checked every 48 hours; no tagging
requirement on traps. (continued on next page )
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(cont.)

Articles and Blogs reprinted with permission from the Turtle Survival Alliance www.turtlesurvival.org

Florida
Commercial harvest by individuals prohibited in July 2009. Limited commercial take will be allowed (with special permit) by
registered aquaculture facilities to increase their breeding stock. Regulations are still being finalized and are designed to
encourage the state’s turtle farms to become self-contained (without a need for wild harvest) in the near future.
Georgia
Unlimited commercial harvest of non-protected species allowed without permit, as turtles are classified as “nuisance” animal
along with rats, mice, coyotes, armadillos, venomous snakes, groundhogs, etc. No limit on the number of nets or traps to be
used. Legislation was proposed in 2009 to regulate harvest, but it failed to pass.
Illinois
No commercial harvest allowed.
Indiana
No commercial harvest allowed.
Iowa
Commercial harvest of common snapping, softshell and painted turtles allowed with a permit. Possession limits equal 100 lb. of
live turtles or 50 lb. of dressed turtles. Traps are to be tagged with identification and checked regularly.
Kentucky
Common snappers and softshells may be commercially harvested year-round with no limits. Some protected areas are outlined
where harvesting is not permitted. Traps are to be checked regularly, but no tagging of traps is required.
Louisiana
Traps must be checked daily and labeled “turtle trap”, but no identification tag is required. Commercial harvest of alligator
snapping turtles and box turtles is prohibited. Commercial harvest of other non-protected species allowed with license. No limits
on legally harvested species except for diamondback terrapins which cannot be taken by a trap and have a season and size limit
imposed.
Maine
No commercial harvest allowed since 2002.
Maryland
Commercial harvest of common snapping turtles is permitted to license holders. Size limits are imposed and reports must be
submitted annually. Regulations are reviewed annually.
Massachusetts
Commercial harvest of common snapping turtles is allowed year round with a special permit. Regulations include size limits,
but no limits on the number of animals taken. State biologists are working on a proposal to end commercial harvest.
Michigan
Commercial harvest of all reptiles and amphibians is prohibited.
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Articles and Blogs reprinted with permission from the Turtle Survival Alliance www.turtlesurvival.org

Minnesota
Seasonal commercial harvest allowed with proper licensing; license requirement waived for residents younger than 18 for turtle
racing. Size and bag limits imposed. No new commercial licenses are being issued at this time; only renewals.
Mississippi
Commercial harvest of snapping turtles allowed with a permit and size limit.
Missouri
Turtle harvesting permitted under sport fishing permit (for personal consumption) and also under commercial fishing permit.
For commercial turtle harvest on the three rivers in the state where it’s permitted, there is no bag limit, size limit, or closed
season.
New Hampshire
No commercial harvest allowed.
New Jersey
Seasonal commercial harvest of common snapping turtles allowed with special permit. No bag limits or size limits imposed.
New York
Commercial harvest of diamondback terrapin and common snapping turtles is allowed with the proper license; seasons, bag
limits and size limits are imposed. Legal implements for harvest of diamondback terrapin include, dip nets, hand capture, seine
nets and traps. Traps must be designed for live capture only, tagged with identification and checked daily. The only legal
implement for taking snappers is a firearm or a bow; no reports are required for this species.
North Carolina
Commercial harvest of snapping, mud and musk turtles allowed with license; bag limits imposed.
Ohio
Seasonal commercial harvest of snapping and softshell turtles allowed with no limits. Records of sale must be maintained for
five years and traps must be tagged with identification.
Oklahoma
A three-year moratorium on commercial harvest from public waters passed in May 2008. Commercial harvest of all terrestrial
turtles and of alligator snapping, chicken and map turtles from private waters is prohibited. Commercial harvest from private
waters of other non-protected species is allowed with a license, no limits are imposed.
Pennsylvania
Seasonal commercial harvest of common snapping turtles is allowed with a special permit. Regulations include bag limits, but
no size limits. Traps must be tagged with identification.
Rhode Island
Commercial harvest of common snapping turtles is allowed with special permit. Traps must be tagged with identification.
South Carolina
A single vehicle cannot transport more than 10 turtles at a time or 20 total in a year, out of the state. An exception is in place for
yellowbelly and common snapping turtles harvested from private waters under a special permit issued by the state. There is no
restriction on the sale of turtles harvested under this permit.
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Tennessee
Common snapping turtle may be harvested commercially year round with no bag limits, only size limits. All non-protected
species may be harvested in the Reelfoot Wildlife Management Area. Reports are required on all harvests and traps must be
tagged with identification and checked regularly.
Texas
Commercial turtle harvest is prohibited in public waters as of 2007. However, the commercial harvest of red-eared slider,
common snapping and softshell turtles from private waters is allowed with no limits – a harvest permit and trip tickets (reporting
forms) are required. The challenge unique to this situation is that Texas is 97% privately-owned.
Vermont
Commercial turtle harvest allowed with special permit, no bag limits or size limits imposed.
Virginia
Commercial harvest of snapping turtles is allowed with special permit. Seasons are outlined and harvest is subject to size limits,
but no bag limits. Reports must be provided.
West Virginia
No commercial harvest allowed
Wisconsin
No commercial harvest is allowed. Commercial license required for commercial harvest from border waters with states that
allow commercial harvest.
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The six- to nine-inch turtles, with webbed feet
and strong jaws for cracking snails, hold a
unique place in the ecosystem. They're one of
the few reptiles that live exclusively in saltwater
marshes.

Oil slick threatens rare
turtles UAB scientists have
been working to save
Published: Thursday, April 29, 2010, 9:30 AM

A century ago the turtles were hunted by locals
and raised in captivity for sale to restaurants in
the Northeast, where they were used to make an
expensive stew. The Cedar Point population then
was estimated to be at least 10,000, but they lost
their cache as a gourmet food, ending
commercial breeding, and were devastated by
crab fishing traps introduced in the 1930s and
40s.

By Stan Diel -- The Birmingham News
An oil slick caused by the explosion and sinking
of a drilling platform off the Louisiana coast
could put at risk a population of rare turtles that
UAB scientists have been working to save since
2004.
Biologists have estimated that there are 100 to
150 rare diamondback terrapins living in a marsh
at Cedar Point, just north of Dauphin Island.
Already at risk of being wiped out by predators,
the turtles now face the possibility of an oil slick
that could contaminate their food supply, said
Thane Wibbels, a professor of biology.
"It could get the entire food pyramid," he said.
Scientists hope that water coming downriver into
Mobile Bay will keep the oil slick offshore,
protecting the marsh. But they've delayed plans
to release captive turtles as part of a repopulation
program until they know for sure.

Today, the estimate of the turtles statewide is
fewer than 500, and they're listed in Alabama as
a "species of special concern." That listing is one
level below "threatened" and two below
"endangered."
As much as a third of Alabama's population of
diamondbacks today is housed at UAB, where
eggs are brought to hatch and babies are raised
until they're big enough to survive on their own.
Biologists last year released 10 turtles with the
launch of a repopulation effort, and had planned
to begin releasing more this week. Instead,
they'll wait to see whether oil gets into the
marsh, Wibbels said. If the marsh escapes
damage, the repopulation effort will resume with
the release of about 20 turtles next week.
"What we're hoping for is that the oil will stay
offshore," he said. "We'll wait and see."

Oil from the rig, which exploded on April 20 and
sank, is expected to reach shore as soon as
Friday. The greatest concentration of oil is
anticipated to come ashore in Mississippi and
Louisiana, but Alabama's beaches may be fouled
as well.
University of Alabama at Birmingham scientists
were studying sea turtles six years ago when
they discovered the small population of
diamondbacks, which climb onto the beach to
lay their eggs each spring.

-Continued on next page
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Specialist Group (TFTSG) are pleased to
announce the dates of their joint Symposium,
Monday – Thursday, August 16 – 19, 2010 in
Orlando, Florida. This is the 8th annual
conference hosted by the TSA, and has become
the world’s largest gathering of tortoise and
freshwater turtle biologists, turtle enthusiasts,
and captive breeding specialists in the world.
This year’s conference promises to be an even
bigger and better meeting than last year with
talks being presented on more than 50 species of
tortoises and freshwater turtles from around the
world. We will have presentations from all
continents that chelonians exist. These talks will
span all interests from scientific field studies to
captive husbandry, chelonian health and disease
to community conservation initiatives. Of
particular interest this year are special sessions
on Madagascar Chelonians, Chinese Chelonians,
and a separate session on Cuora; all sessions will
have presentations on field studies and captive
husbandry. In addition, this year’s conference is
situated right before the National Reptile
Breeder’s Expo in Daytona, which is always an
interesting show.

Oil slick threatens rare
turtles UAB scientists have
been working to save
(cont.)

Diamondback terrapins like this one could be in
danger if the oil slick makes it to the Cedar Point
marsh on the Alabama coast in which they live. (The
Birmingham News file / Bernard Troncale)

This symposium represents an excellent value
for meeting attendees. With a low registration
cost that includes daily breaks with snacks,
several meals, an icebreaker event, and off-site
special events, this symposium represents a
bargain for meeting attendees. Early registration
ends in two weeks so register soon for best
value. More information about the conference
can be found at:
http://www.turtlesurvival.org/get-involved/2010conference
We hope to see you all in Orlando. If you have
any questions please contact Andrew Walde at:
awalde@turtlesurvival.org

The Turtle Survival Alliance 8th

Annual Symposium on the
Conservation and Biology of
Tortoises and Freshwater Turtles
August 16-19,2010 Orlando, Florida
Joint Annual meeting of the Turtle Survival
Alliance and IUCN/SSC Tortoise and
Freshwater Turtle Specialist Group
The Turtle Survival Alliance (TSA) and the
IUCN/SSC Tortoise and Freshwater Turtle
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Photos By Kevin Norred
Female Red Foot Tortoise

Red Foot Habitat

Young Female Red Foot Tortoise & Male
Cherry Head Red Foot Tortoise

Male Red Foot Tortoise Grazing

Strawberries anyone????

Male Adult Cherry Head Tortoise rubbing
his butt on the brick scratching
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California Desert Tortoise
Conservation Report
They are very important for growth of shell,
muscle and other protein
containing organs, which represent nutrient
reservoirs to be drawn upon during prolonged
food shortages caused by droughts. (Baby
tortoises can often be observed in warm
winter spells when they can sun and warm
enough to digest foods foraging for early
spring annual growth during wet winters while it
is still small, before the adults awaken).
(Jennings, Berry, Nagy, Oftedal, Morafka,
Boarman, Avery, Esque, Hillard, etc. etc.)

HIGH PEP PLANTS DESERT TORTOISES
SEEK AND NEED AND WHY GROCERY
PRODUCE & COMMERCIAL PELLET
PRODUCTS CAN BE VERY HARMFUL,
ESPECIALLY IN EXCESS
BY DON WILLIAMS –
WWW.DONSDESERTTORTOISES.COM

Desert tortoises have evolved/adapted to exist
and thrive on a high fiber, low
carbohydrate diet that is mainly only high in
protein in the early spring when new growth
of annuals is available, dependent on winter
rainfall. Observations and studies of their
plant selection in the wild has made it clear that
when available, they will select the
majority of their diet from plants that may only
constitute a very small percentage of the
available plant biomass of their area. Captive
desert tortoises fed high protein, low fiber,
high carbohydrate diets are often afflicted with
various types of MBD (Metabolic Bone
Disease) , bladderstones and weakened immune
systems. The below may help clarify a
specific need often negated by captive diets.
High PEP (Potassium Excreting Potential)
means the plants have low potassium levels
and excess potassium can be toxic to desert
tortoises. In order to excrete excess potassium,
they need adequate water and protein in the form
of nitrogen from their diet to bind it in uric acid
crystals and
excrete it (unlike desert iguanas who can “cry”
potassium salt tears!).

Grocery produce is more often than not fertilized
with chemicals Nitrogen, Potassium
and Phosphorus (NPK) which can inhibit normal
processes in healthy growth (yes, even
many “organic grown”). The potassium will
cause increased need for water and protein
and the phosphorus can bind up calcium so it is
unavailable for bone/shell/tissue growth.
Additionally there are often pesticide residues
which studies have shown are difficult (if
not impossible) to wash off and if unhealthy for
humans, has to be for tortoises that
weigh 1/10th to 1/20 a normal humans’ weight.
Factor in that most produce is “engineered”
sweeter for human taste/consumption and
you have a reversal of the desert tortoise
requirement for high fiber, low sugar foods and
thus will require much more water, possibly
stressing kidneys (Highfield).
Commercial tortoise pellets are often composed
of oats, corn, soy, wheat middlins and
multiple chemicals (often containing Vitamin
D3), in the main being higher carbohydrate
and lower in fiber and again, will require much
more water.

Most high PEP plants are spring annuals and are
especially important to baby tortoises,
who require the provision of surplus protein and
water above that needed for potassium
excretion.

35

California Desert Tortoise
Conservation Report (cont.)
(cont. from page 28 )

7 to 15 plants. For captive desert tortoises, the
basic diet should be 80-90 percent grasses and
forbs (weeds) and the only fruit they should be
given is the tuna (apple) from opuntia (prickly
pear) cactus. Below you will find lists of food
plants that can be easily grown to provide
a balanced diet; also a short list of acceptable
greens that may be purchased to supplement
their diet should you be unable to grow a large
enough variety of foods, however-- there is no
replacement for a natural diet.

Even the newer, “better”? products composed
mainly of grasses are very short fibers,
chemically supplemented and will require more
water as they tend to move through the digestive
system rapidly vs. slow transit time of higher,
longer fiber native graze items.
Growing natural graze diet plants initially takes
more effort, but when established is easy to
maintain, healthier for our tortoises and provides
more enjoyment observing them graze rather
than eat from
a food dish.
For the present, please find for your use a list of
plants and foods easily grown for desert
tortoises, as well as a couple of sources where
you can by seed mixes specific to their health
and nutrition.

Acceptable greens – Chicory, dandelion, endive,
kale, turnip greens (would have to be
supplemented with dried or ground up Bermuda ,
Orchard or Timothy grass hays, and are not as
nutritious as natural graze items listed above).
Supplementation with calcium is required,
cuttlebone with the hard backing removed is
ideal as it facilitates beak health and allows the
tortoise to self regulate calcium ingestion.
Desert Tortoises NEED to LIVE OUTDOORS
in sunshine with shade, burrow and water. If a
tortoise has to be kept indoors due to health or
other reasons, it is recommended that calcium
with Vitamin D3 by used on all foods 2 or 3
times a week , however, do not use the Vitamin
D3 if housed outdoors. Should you need to use a
calcium dust, be sure it is phosphorus free.

GENERAL GUIDELINES FOR DESERT
TORTOISE DIET REQUIREMENTS
GENERAL GUIDELINES FOR DESERT
TORTOISE DIET REQUIREMENTS
These new feeding guidelines, generated by the
last 15 years of Desert Tortoise Diet
research, are provided to replace outdated
feeding guidelines.
A desert tortoise should be allowed to forage and
graze on a variety of naturally growing
plants to facilitate exercise, muscle development,
and beak and nail growth control.
In the wild a desert tortoise may consume up to
150 types of plants in a season, with
preferences (per habitat environment) for

Seed mixes for the plants listed may be obtained
from various places, two of which are:
http://www.turtlestuff.com ,
http://www.theodorepayne.org

See food chart on Page 30
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GRASSES
Bermuda
Orchard
Mexican Feather Grass
Curly mesquite
Indian Rice Grass
St. Augustine

Mediterranean
Desert Indian Wheat(narrow leaf plantago)
Arizona Cottontop
Desert Galetta and Needle Grass
Fescue

ASSORTED WEEDS, LEAVES AND FLOWERS
Desert Dandelion
Dandelion
Common (Cheese) Mallow
Apricot Globemallow
Desert Plantain
Herons Beak
Desert Thistle Sage
Sowthistle
Cassia (Senna)
Redstem Storks Bill
Brown Eyed Primrose
Evening Primrose
Rock Hibiscus
Hibiscus Flowers
Sweet Alyssum
Goldfields
Plains Coreopsis
Desert Marigold
Tidy Tips
Mojave Copeopsis
Rose petals
Grape leaves

Chickpea
Desert Chia
Owls Clover
Shepherds Purse
Fremont’s Pincussion
Mojave Spurge
Trailing 4 o’clock
Nasturtiums
California Poppy
Mulberry Leaves
Beavertail Cactus (Opuntia basilarus)

For more information on the California Desert
Tortoises, please visit Don’s website,
www.donsdeserttortoises.com or
www.tortoise.org
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California Western Pond Turtle
Conservation Report
Oakland Zoo Western Pond
Turtle Presentation
By Kevin Norred
Thanks again to the Oakland Zoo and Margaret
Rousser for allowing the SVTTC and its
members the opportunity to learn more about the
Western Pond Turtle. Here are some pictures
that I took during the presentation at the park.

Eastern Spotted Turtle Habitat ( Top
and Middle pics) - Photos by Jessica
Norred

(above ) The Presentation Room
(Below ) a 10month old Western
Pond Turtle – Soon to be released
in August

Aldabra’s at the Park on Exhibit
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Classifieds
These ads are posted by any individual requesting to find, sell or trade reptiles. Please note to take caution when selling or
buying as the SVTTC or individuals associated with the SVTTC or not responsible for the business conducted between two
parties. If a seller or buyer is doing “bad” business, please let me know so they can be removed from the list. All “Wanted” ads
are not necessarily associated with the SVTTC or chapters of the CTTC.

For Sale Ads ( Supplies )
•

TORTOISE SUPPLIES – BENEFIT TO THE MEMBERS ONLY
Contact Kevin Norred @ (408) 482-5437 or tortoisehome@yahoo.com
For CTTC / SVTTC Members only- Quantities Limited
Bigger quantity can be purchased. Call for price
*Small K & H Heat Pads 12.5” X 18.5”
$45.00 (Petco Price $70.00)
*Medium K & H Heat Pads 16.5” X 22.5”
$55.00 (Petco Price $80.00)
*Large K & H Heat Pads 22.5” X 28.5”
$65.00 (Petco Price $100.00)

•

FOR SALE: Mazuri Tortoise Chow
1lb : $ 5.00
2lb : $ 8.00
5lb : $16.00
10lb : $28.00
25lb : $45.00
Contact Kevin Norred tortoisehome@yahoo.com or call (408) 482-5437

•

FOR SALE: Used Snake/Reptile Habitats
Snake / Reptile Cages for Sale. All are wood with glass fronts purchased from the East Bay
Vivarium. These are custom made habitats from finish grade wood. All are professionally
made.

Sizes are in inches.
1) 34 1/4 Wide X 15 Tall X 24 Deep, top opening
1) 34 1/4 Wide X 36 Tall X 24 Deep, front opening
1) 48 Wide X 19 Tall X 24 Deep, front opening
1) 48 Wide X 34 Tall X 24 Deep, front opening
2) 34 Wide X 36 Tall X 24 Deep, front opening
1) 62 Wide X 46 Tall X 23 Deep, double front doors
1) 72 Wide X 34 Tall X 24 Deep, double front doors and a front glass panel
Prices are negotiable. Please contact Paul at " Paulhaskins@sanbrunocable.com.
All tanks are located in San Bruno
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•

FOR SALE: Reptaid All Natural Remedy (www.reptiad.com) ( SVTTC
MEMBER )
1oz Bottle Reptaid ( 1-250grams ) $24.99
1oz Bottle Reptaid XL ( over 250 grams ) $31.99
Free shipping . The # 1 product to help with respiratory infections, worms or parasites. All
natural product.
Contact Kevin Norred tortoisehome@yahoo.com or call (408) 482-5437

For Sale Ads ( Live Animals )
•

FOR SALE: 2009 Russian Tortoise Hatchlings
They were incubated at 89.5F for females. Price is $125ea
Location: Concord
Contact Dan Goemmel at (925) 825-6361 or email kq6ar@astound.net

•

FOR SALE: Turtles & Tortoises
Hatchlings: Leopards, Elongatas, Hermans, European Ponds & RedFoots $75.00ea
Stars & Egyptians $300ea. Western Painted Turtles $15.00ea. Contact Bob & Judy Thomas
at (805) 481-5222

•

FOR SALE: 2009 Marginated Tortoise Hatchlings
They were incubated at 89.5F for females. Price is $125ea
Location: Concord
Contact Dan Goemmel at (925) 825-6361 or email kq6ar@astound.net

•

FOR SALE: Egyptian Tortoises
C/H Egyptian Tortoises from 2months to 2 years old
$399.99 to $699.99
Contact Vincent Velci ( Tomorrow’s Reptile Sanctuary ) at (562) 245-7357

•

FOR SALE: Leopard Tortoises
C/H Leopard Tortoises Pardalis Bobcocki and Pardalis Pardalis
$99.99 to $169.99
Contact Vincent Velci ( Tomorrow’s Reptile Sanctuary ) at (562) 245-7357

•

FOR SALE: Male Marginated Tortoises
7ea Marginated Tortoise Males $299.99
Contact Vincent Velci ( Tomorrow’s Reptile Sanctuary ) at (562) 245-7357

•

FOR SALE: Red Foot Proven Breeding Group
$229.99 ea Tortoise LTC
Contact Vincent Velci ( Tomorrow’s Reptile Sanctuary ) at (562) 245-7357

•

FOR SALE: Turtle and Tortoises ( TOOSLO MEMBER )
Hatchlings: Leopard Tortoises $75ea, Elongated Tortoise $75ea, Herman’s Tortoise $75.ea,
European Pond Turtles $ 75.00, Red Foot Tortoises $75ea, Star Tortoises $300ea, Egyptian
Tortoises $300ea, Western Painted Turtles $15ea,
Contact Bob & Judy Thomas at (805) 481-5222 ( Prices are for CTTC members only )
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•

FOR SALE: Russian Tortoise Male ( SVTTC MEMBER )
4-1/2” Male in Wonderful Condition $40.00 Pick up in San Jose only
Contact John Nichols at 1jpnichols@ comcast.net

•

FOR SALE: Cherry Head Red Foot Tortoise Pair
Super Male 11” & Female 8” $799.99 shipped
Contact Vincent Velci ( Tomorrow’s Reptile Sanctuary ) at (562) 245-7357

•

FOR SALE: Galopogos Tortoise Pair
Two Juvenile Galapagos tortoises: Galapagos juvenile pair; approximately 14" & 18" apparently
sexed as a pair (scoped); can be re-scoped) by one of seller's vets also. Asking $12,500ea and $25,000
for the pair. Note: single adult males (30" +) have been said to be as high as $75K on the Florida
market!!!

Contact Vincent Velci ( Tomorrow’s Reptile Sanctuary ) at (562) 245-7357

•

FOR SALE: Bolivian Giant Red Foot Tortoise
7” Male $299.99ea
Contact Vincent Velci ( Tomorrow’s Reptile Sanctuary ) at (562) 245-7357

•

FOR SALE: Female Sulcatas
13” + Female Sulcatas $599.99
Contact Vincent Velci ( Tomorrow’s Reptile Sanctuary ) at (562) 245-7357

•

FOR SALE: Super Blonde Leopard Tortoises
3-4” $229.99ea
Contact Vincent Velci ( Tomorrow’s Reptile Sanctuary ) at (562) 245-7357

•

FOR SALE: Red Ear Sliders
6” $30ea - See Pictures Below
Contact Megan Barnes at mbarnes227@yahoo.com

•

FOR SALE: 2 yr old Sulcata
$150ea - See Pictures Below
Contact Megan Barnes at mbarnes227@yahoo.com

•

FOR SALE: LTC Asian Box Turtles
$55ea. Long Term Captives - See Pictures Below
Contact Megan Barnes at mbarnes227@yahoo.com

•

FOR SALE: Red Tail Boa
Approx. 24” in length- Tame $50.00
Contact Kevin at TORTOISEHOME@YAHOO.COM
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•

FOR SALE: (4) LTC Gold Thread Turtles
$70ea. Long Term Captives - See Pictures Below
Contact Megan Barnes at mbarnes227@yahoo.com

•

FOR SALE: Sulcata Tortoises
10” Plastron - See Pictures Below Prices are $100
Contact at T34RACING@YAHOO.COM

Wanted Ads
Wanted Ads ( Live Animals )
•

Wanted: McCord’s Box Turtles
Looking for baby, Male and Female McCord’s Box Turtles Contact Don Do @
Donsturtles@yahoo.com

•

Wanted: Elongated Tortoise Females ( SVTTC MEMBER )
Looking for Female Elongated Tortoise Females. Have very nice Cream colored male.
Contact Kevin at Tortoisehome@yahoo.com

•

Wanted: Pancake Tortoises ( SVTTC MEMBER )
Looking for Pancake Tortoises, babies, Females and Males.
Contact Kevin at Tortoisehome@yahoo.com
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•

Wanted: Map Turtles
Looking for all species of Map Turtles
Contact Kevin email Tortoisehome@yahoo.com

•

Wanted: North American Wood Turtles ( SVTTC MEMBER )
Looking for North American Wood Turtles (insculpta)
Contact John at 1jpnickols@comcast.net

•

Wanted: Red Foot Tortoise Female ( SVTTC MEMBER )
Looking for Female Red Foot Tortoise
Contact Phil Krotz at pekrotz@gmail.com

•

Wanted: Texas Desert Tortoises ( SVTTC MEMBER )
Interested in Texas Desert Tortoises
Contact Phil Krotz at pekrotz@gmail.com

•

Wanted: Greek Tortoises ( SVTTC MEMBER )
Looking to add some more Greeks to my herd. Looking for adults over 4-5”
Contact Kevin at tortoisehome@yahoo.com

•

Wanted: Aquatic Turtles, Box Turtles, Tortoises
I purchase Unwanted Turtles, Tortoises and Reptiles at Wholesale Prices. Email
Slomoshunexotics@yahoo.com
Email with details & price request to see if interested.

Private Adoption Ads
•

FOR ADOPTION: Bearded Dragons ( SVTTC MEMBER )
I have three Bearded Dragons for adoption. Two are Females and one is a male. They
must remain together and cannot be separated. No cage Adoption Fee applies ($25ea)
Please email Tortoisehome@yahoo.com
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Silicon Valley Turtle and Tortoise
Club
Fundraiser
Please join us to help raise funds for the Silicon Valley Turtle and Tortoise
Club while we have a great time. Come help us out, and help you to the
freshest, best-tasting pizza in town.
Just bring this flyer with you on the date below and give it to the order taker before you
order. We’ll give 15% of your order (excluding sales tax) to the Silicon Valley Turtle and
Tortoise Club.

Date: Monday July 12th
(Call in your order early to avoid delay)

Time: 5:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
Meeting starts at 7pm
Location: 14940 Camden Avenue
San Jose, CA 95124
(408) 371-9550
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HUGE SALE
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
2 BIG DAYS - $9 Adults / $5 Kids 12 and under
Reptile Super Show - June 26-27 2010
San Diego Concourse/Civic Center
202 C st. at 3rd and B st.
San Diego, Ca. 92101
Reptile Super Show - August 7-8 2010
Los Angeles County Fairgrounds, Pomona Fairplex at the LA
Pet Fair
1101 W. McKinley Ave.
Pomona, Ca. 91768

Contact info: www.reptilesupershow.com
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Commercial Vendors / Retailers
Are you interested in advertising in one of the leading Turtle and Tortoise Newsletters in
California? If you would like your logo or business card inserted in one of the below
squares, please contact Kevin @ Tortoisehome@yahoo.com Sponsoring Vendors are
waived any fees. Non Sponsoring Vendors, $20 donation a month.

THEWORMDUDE.COM

Your Business Card
Here

Your Business Card
Here
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